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The Commish
ood luck to everyone as we prepare for
the new season. | have received seven
player transfer requests. Transfers will be
posted following the October 1 deadline to
notify the Commissioner. Also, a list of the
rule changes for 2008-09 have been sent

to all team reps and referees.
Contact me if you have any questions about
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particulars of the event. The RAC will then
contact member officials and assemble an

officiating crew.

We also ask that tournament organizers do
the new rules. not contact prospective officials directly, nor
that individual officials contact tournament
New Referee Fee Structure organizers directly, but rather work through

the RAC network. RACs are:
he USQRA Board has approved the fol-  at|antic: Marianne Duda (704) 893-4553
lowing referee fee structure for the  peartland: Mitch Carr (312) 765-0562.
Mountain: Genny Marshall (832) 816-7179.
Pacific: Kelli Kaliszewski (858) 336-7048 .
We wish all players and teams a great

season!
Classification

2008-2009 season.
A $40/game
B $35/game
C $30/game
This structure was arrived at following
negotiations between the Boards of the
It has been 11 Trisha Suhr
years since the referees have gotten an
e are working on getting classification
panels at tournaments this season.
If you want to have a panel at your
tournament please contact Trisha Suhr as
Female players who are already classed
need to send me their cards so | can update
Please contact me

USQRA and the USQRRA.
increase. Thisincrease in fees is necessary
for referee retention in relation to other
sports. The USQRRA has agreed to present
any future requests to increase fees to the
AGM. A more detailed explanation of the
change is posted in Rugby Talk.

Ref’s Corner

e have established a network of
Regional Area Contacts (RAC) whose

them for the season.

ASAP to do so.
If you can’t get a hold of me, there are
Sectional reps in your area who can help.

They are:
Atlantic:
Cyndy Ellis cyndyellis@yahoo.com
Heartland: Michelle Lanouette
michelle.lanouette@med.va.gov

Andy Miller
Mountain:
Keith Cyrnek kcyrnek1®@cox.net
Pacific: Paul Sawicki paulsawicki®@

objectives include working with tournament
organizers and teams to provision the

tournaments with officiating crews that:

 Ensure that games are properly staffed.
e Provide opportunity for all member
hotmail.com

Good luck to all teams this season!
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officials to gain game experience.
» Minimize travel expenses.
We ask that the tournament organizers
contact the appropriate RAC early in the
planning process for your tournament to
work together to understand the schedule,

number of teams and courts and other
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Links FYI

Code of Ethics

and Complaint

Procedure for
USQRA

Deadlines
AGM Minutes

Constitution and
By-Laws

Grant Info

Interested in join-
ing the dynamic
team updating the
web site?
contact:

Jason Regier.

All Links

and Rugby
Store
(@
quadrugby.
com
Murderball DVD

CLINICS

2008-09 Clinic
grant application

Information? Contact
Wendy Gumbert

Smashing Stereotypes One Hit at a Time

Lakeshore Demolition

Bryan Kirkland was 5-months post spinal
cord injured - a motocross accident -
whenhewentto
the Lakeshore
Foundation
and met Kevin
Orr and Tommy
Sullivan. They
are all glad he
did because
for 17 years
now Bryan has
been a force
in quad rugby,
a monster
if you play
against him.
His teams have
won 5 National
Championships.

After Team USA won in Beijing, he now has
2 Paralympic Gold metals.

Most say Bryan plays farther above his point
value than any other player in the world.
No arguments here.

We most often see an angry looking
Kirkland laying somebody out on the rugby
court. Shown here with his lovely wife of
11 years Shai we see a different Kirkland.
She softens the Big Dog, doesn’t she?

Bryan must have a storage locker full of Best
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of Class and
MVP awards.
The future Hall
of Famer told
me his biggest
thrill (this was
before Beijing)
was “the 2000
Paralympic
Gold Metal in
Sydney. 10,000
people in the
stands and a
1-point win over
Australia. It
was special.”

He loves the
contact in
rugby, calling it “a great form of therapy.”
And he likes “meeting new people and
seeing old friends.”

Bryan is also a 10k road racer and trains
year around, but has concentrated strictly
on rugby this year.

“As a hobby, | enjoy racing 1/8 scale
buggies. It runs off nitro methanol and hits
speeds of 40 mph or more. | race it on a
dirt motocross type track. It’s a great way
to still race off road but this time there’s
no danger of breaking any bones.”

Team/Player Deadlines

See Bylaws and Constitution for details.

10.1.08: Team Registration due.

» Player transfer requests due to BOD.

10.31.08: Registration is LATE $100 fine

assessed.
* Last day to roster an international player.

11.1.08: Post season bids due.

12.15.08: Last day to roster a team or to

add a player .

« Last day to withdraw from post season.

» For post season eligbility: players must
have played two games (see 2.15.09
below).

* Last day for transferring players to produce
proof of residency to the commissioner.

1.15.09: Post season team transfers.

2.15.09: Players must have two games
played in two different tournaments.
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http://www.quadrugby.com/files/CodeofConduct.pdf
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Smashing Stereotypes One Hit at a Time

nd not just them. Coach Gumbert told us

that it was “a 4-year effort and everyone
who assisted with this team during those years
shares in its success.”

Gumbert went on to say, “This team grew
together and played together and they never
gave up. It’s a credit to their dedication and
desire to win the Gold.”

He likened their game against Australia with
a prize fight. “We delivered body blows and
wore ’em down and in the 3rd and 4th quarter
we put ‘em away.”

Like us, he thought Nick Springer (shown
below) was MVP of that Gold Metal game.
And the tragedy of Nick losing his mother the
day after the US won gold was shared with
the whole team.

Finally, Gumbert told us that the Beijing
experience “validated our sport. Having 5000
to 7000 people watching transcended disability
into pure sport. It was like Sydney in 2000.”

Click for information on how to
obtain the latest coaching aid:
2006 USQRA Coaches Manual

Click here to be added to our mailing list.
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About Us

he United States Quad Rugby Association

exists to provide support, structure, and
opportunity for competitive wheelchair
rugby to people with disabilities.

Smashing Stereotypes One Hit at a Time
is the main message of our players and
our sport. Quad rugby is a tough, give-no-
quarter game. Our players’ lives - their
successes and trials on and off the court
- are a continuous example of smashing
stereotypes. The sport is about ability and
competitive fire. It is testament to the
spirit of our great athletes, their humanity,
and the intensity of our game.

We are here to help people get involved
in the fastest growing wheelchair sport in
the world.

Our Sponsors

Astra tech Amanda Bernard
Coloplast Grant Friedrich

Kristine Wobschall

Eagle Sportschairs Barry Ewing
Fusion Medical Nick Long

Nuprodx Bruce Hammer

PVA Andy Krieger
Mary Hobbs

RAM,R & D Roly Blakeway

Fabrication, LTD

Spinergy Ryan Webb

The Roho Group Jacqueline Klotz

Explore the USQRA web site quadrugby.com and MURDERBALL
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http://www.astratech.us/
mailto:amanda.bernard@astratech.com
http://coloplast.com
mailto:usgf@coloplast.com
mailto:uskwo@coloplast.com
http://www.eaglesportschairs.com/
mailto:bewing@bellsouth.net
http://www.fusionmedical.com/
mailto:nicklong@chartermi.net
http://www.nuprodx.com
mailto:Bruce.NuProdx@comcast.net
http://www.pva.org/
mailto:andyk@pva.org
mailto:maryh@pva.org
mailto:rol@paradise.net.nz
mailto:rol@paradise.net.nz
mailto:rol@paradise.net.nz
http://www.spinergy.com/
mailto:ryan@spinergy.com
http://www.therohogroup.com/
mailto:jackiek@therohogroup.com
http://iwrf.com/
http://www.cwsa.ca
http://www.wheelblacks.com/
http://player26.narrowstep.tv/assets/players/3206/html/player.html
mailto:edandcindy67@verizon.net
mailto:dragonsedge@juno.com
mailto:jregier7@msn.com
mailto:wimsey@wimsey.org
mailto:johnershek@comcast.net
mailto:rcrandall@bresnan.net
mailto:edandcindy67@verizon.net
http://www.quadrugby.com/resources/coaches_manual.htm
http://www.quadrugby.com/
http://murderball.quadrugby.com/
mailto:rcrandall@bresnan.net?sbject=mailing list
http://results.beijing2008.cn/WRMP/ENG/Schedule/index.shtml
http://www.quadrugby.com/index.php
http://www.universalsports.com//SportSelect.dbml?DB_OEM_ID=23000&KEY=&SPID=13327&SPSID=107765

